
bill 

To amend and render more effectual an Act, made in the 
I Oth year of the Reign of King Charles the First, for the 
impounding of Distresses in Ireland. 




an Act was passed in the Parliament of Ireland, Prearnb , e . 
m the Tenth year of the reign of King Charles the First, 

intituled, “ An Act for the Impounding of Distresses 

And whereas the provisions of the said recited Act are not sufficient 
5 for the purposes intended ; and it is expedient that more effectual regu- 
lations should be made for such purposes, and to prevent Abuses in 
the making and impounding of Distresses in Ireland; 



M ft tSnrfta Cam# by The KING'S most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,” 
io and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 

authority of the same, THAT within next aftef Pound 

the Keepers shall 



every person who at the time of the passing of this Act, shall be, or 
who from the said 



give security 
uy Recog- 
nizance to the 
Sheriff, to be 



appointed the keeper of any pound overt in Ireland, annually, 
legally constituted, shall enter into security, by recognizance to the 
sheriff of the county, county of a city, or county of a town within 
which such pound shall be situate, (and which recognizance such 
sheriff, or his under sheriff, is hereby authorized and empowered to 
20 take) conditioned for the due execution of the office of pound keeper; 
that is to say, each such pound keeper in the sum of 



and two sufficient sureties in the sum of 
327. A 



each ; and 
that 
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Penalty 



( 2 ) 



that every person who at any lime after the said 

shall be appointed to be 
the keeper of any such pound, shall enter into the like security within 
next after every such appointment ; and 
that every such security shall be renewed yearly and every year, within 5 
next after j„ eac h 

ensuing year ; and if any person in Ireland shall keep any pound overt, 
or shall act as a pound-keeper, without having given and entered into 
such security as is required by this Act, every such person shall forfeit 
the sum of to be recovered and applied in manner to 

hereinafter mentioned. 



And bC lt further Enacted > Tha t if any person at any time after 
Cattle, or in- shall rescue any cattle which shall have been law- 

whetferCattie fl % seized for the purpose of being impounded, or shall break down, 
ifforno^' in J ure or destr °y an y p° und legally constituted, whether any cattle shall 15 
be impounded therein or not, or shall commit any pound breach or 
rescue, whereby any cattle of any description shall escape or be enlarged 
declared Rom any such pound, every such person shall be deemed guilty* of 
Se-° fa a Misdemeanor > and upon conviction of such offence, either at the 

meaner; assizes or quarter sessions of the county or place where such pound 20 

fineandhn^ s * iad k e situated, shall be liable to suffer fine and imprisonment, at the 

jWeTor 1 at d,scretion °f such cour t before whom such offender shall be tried and 
Quarter Convicted. 

Sessions. 



Magistrates 
assembled at 
the Summer 
Quarter 
Sessions, shall 
fix the charge 
which Pound 
Keepers may 
make for sus- 
tenance of 
Cattle within 
their Pounds. 
Penalty on 
Pound 
Keepers 
charging more 
than what 
shall be so 
fixed 



And be it further Enacted, That from and after 

it shall and may be lawful for the magistrates assembled 25 
at the summer quarter sessions in their several districts, and they are 
hereby authorized and empowered, to appoint and fix the rate or price 
which it shall be lawful for the keepers of any such pounds as aforesaid 
to charge and receive, for the sustenance of the cattle of whatever de- 
scription which shall be committed to any such pound ; and every 30 
pound keeper, who shall charge any greater sum or rate for the suste- 
nance of any such cattle, than the rate or sum fixed by such magistrates 
as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding 
pounds, in the discretion of the magistrates before whom such offender 
shall be convicted. 



Pranf ‘ of And be il furtlier Enacted, That from and after 

K “P“- it shall and maybe lawful for the keeper of each and 

every pound in Ireland legally constituted, to demand and receive as 
pound fees, for the cattle of the several descriptions which shall be im- 
pounded therein, for eacli and every day they shall be so impounded, . 0 
the several and respective sums following and no more, any thing in 
the said recited Act of the tenth year of the reign of King Charles the 
First, or any other Act or Acts, or any law or custom to the contrary 
ill anywise notwithstanding; that is to say, For the first or only horse, 

mule 
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mule or ass, and for the first or only horned beast, commonly called 
black cattle, of the age of years and upwards, the sum of 
and the further sum of for each and every additional 

beast of the like kind, impounded at the same time for the same distress; 
for the first or only horse, mule or ass, and for the first or only horned 
beast, commonly called black cattle, of whatever description under 
the age of years, that shall be so impounded, the sum of 
and the further sum of * each for every additional beast 

of the like kind, impounded at the same time for the same distress ; and 
1 0 for any one or more, not exceeding in number, of sheep, lambs, 

goats or swine, which shall be so impounded, the sum of 
and the further sum of each, for every additional 

animal of the like kind, beyond impounded at the same time or 
for the same distress; provided always, that no greater sum shall in 
any case be demanded or taken by any pound keeper for any one dis- 
tress for the same demand, than the sum of in the 

whole, whatever may be the number of cattle or animals taken for such 
distress. 

And be it further Enacted, That the several sums so by this Act 
20 authorized to be demanded and taken by any such pound keeper, shall 
be taken and deemed to be in full satisfaction to such pound keeper, for 
the day, consisting of hours next after the time 

when such cattle shall be so impounded, whether such cattle shall re- 
main impounded during the whole or during part only of such 
2 o hours; and that after such day it shall be lawful for any pound 

keeper to demand and take the like sum, at the rates hereinbefore 
mentioned, for every hours, during the whole or 

any part of which any cattle of the description hereinbefore mentioned 
shall remain in the custody of such pound keeper in such pound, and 
3° whether such cattle shall remain impounded during the whole or during 
part only of such hours. 



For the first Horse, 
&e. above 
years old and 
a piece 

for every other. 



For Cattle under 
years old, for 

the first, and 
a piece for the 
others. 

For Sheep, &c. as 
herein each 
for the first or 

less, and each 

for the others ; 
any number not 
exceeding to 

pay hut the 

for 

every additional 
after 

no greater sum 
than for the 
whole of any one 
distress. 

Pound Keeper may 
take a like sum for 
every day after the 
first, during which 
the Cattle remain 
impounded. 



And be it further Enacted, That if any pound keeper in Ireland shall Penalty on pound 
demand or take any greater sum for the impounding of any cattle, than ^ pe 0 r r ^egiect°of 
such pound keeper is by this Act authorized to demand and take, or if Pound > &c - 
3^ the walls of the pound of any such keeper shall not be well and sub- 
stantially built with stone and lime mortar, and of the height of 
feet at the least, or if at least of the area of any such 

pound, shall not be scraped or swept once in every twenty-four hours at 
the least ; every such pound keeper shall, upon conviction of any such 
offence or neglect, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding at 

the discretion of the magistrates before whom such pound keeper shall 
be convicted of such offence. 



And be it further Enacted, That all or any cattle of whatever de- Cattle distrained 
scription they may be, which shall be seized and distrained for the ^henearart 111 * 1 * 4 
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purpose of being impounded, in order to secure and enforce the payment 
of any rent, or to levy the amount of any decree of court, or for aiiy 
trespass or other matter whatsoever, shall be driven to and shall be itn- 

„ d ^ the P °“ nd ° Vert Which shal1 be sitaate and nearest to 

the tame Ha- the “” d “P™ which such cattle shall have been so distrained, and 5 

County! Wlth,n the same harony and county, to be then and there dealt with 

according to law. 



i. .'m£o? Provided always, and be it Enacted, That in all cases where there 
»y"b« C “.!' Shal * be a " ancient n ' anor P““”d appertaining or reputed to apper- 
Cfif„i,h- t0 P artlcular manor or estate, or reputed manor or estate, all or 
or 1 m !] c ‘ any ^ 6 Wh ' Ch Shal * be seized and distrained on any land belonging or 
where theyare re P ute d to belong to such manor or estate, shall and may be impounded 
dtstnunea. m the ancient manor pound of such manor or estate, if such pound shall 
be situate within miles of the land on which such cattle shall be so 
distrained ; but whenever such manor pound shall be more than 
miles distant from the land on which such cattle shall be distrained as 
aforesaid, such cattle when distrained shall be impounded in the pound 
overt which shall be next and nearest to such land, such pound being within 
the barony and county in which such cattle shall have been distrained. 



10 



15 



Cattle taken 
for a distress 
shall not ex- 
ceed in value 
double the 
sum distrain- 
ed for. 



And be it further Enacted, That in all cases where cattle shall be , 0 
distrained for any purpose or on any account whatever, it shall 
not be lawful to distrain and impound a greater number of cattle 
than shall he sufficient to enforce the payment required by such distress ■ 
and that it shall not be lawful in any case to distrain and impound any 

number of animals (when the number distrained shall exceed one) more 2K 

than shall, according to a reasonable estimation, be equal in value 
to double the amount of the sum sought to be recovered by such 

nistrpss J 



Where any 
Person pays 
any composi- 
tion in lieu of 
fees to the 
keeper of any 
Pound, his 
cattle dis- 
trained shall 
be driven to 
such pound. 



Penalty on 
Persons im- 
pounding 
Cattle, and 
contrary to 
this Act, not 
exceeding 



And be it further Enacted, That in cases where any person shall have 
paid and shall be in the habit of paying a composition in lieu of pound 
fees to any particular pound keeper, whenever the cattle of any such 3 
person shall be distrained, and such person shall declare that such 
a composition doth exist and is in force, it shall be lawful for such 
person to require of the officer or person making such distress, that 
such cattle shall be impounded in the pound to the keeper of which the 
owner of such cattle shall have agreed to pay such composition in lien 35 
of pound fees ; and in such case it shall not be lawful to impound such 
cattle in any other pound or place whatsoever; any thing herein con- 
tained to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 



And be it further Enacted, That if any person shall distrain and 
impound any greater number of cattle than shall be necessary for secur- 
ing and enforcing the payment of the sum of money for which such 
distress shall be made, or to a greater amount in estimated value than 
is required and allowed by this Act; or if any cattle distrained shall be 

impounded 



40 
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impounded in any pound contrary to the directions and provisions of 
this Act, every person so offending shall, upon conviction, be liable to 
forfeit aud pay any sum not exceeding pounds for each such 

offence, in the discretion of the magistrates before whom such person 
5 shall be convicted. 

And be it further Enacted, That all penalties incurred under this 
Act, by any person who shall be guilty of any offence against this Act, 
and all damages not exceeding pounds, to which any pound 

keeper shall or may be subject, by reason or on account of the neglect 
10 or default of such pound keeper, either in enlarging any cattle distrained 
and impounded, or in permitting any such cattle to be enlarged without 
sufficient authority for so doing, or by any neglect in the driving, 
feeding or keeping of any such cattle, or by any other neglect or de- 
fault whatsoever, shall and may be recoverable and recovered on com- 
15 plaint of any person aggrieved, before or more magistrates 

assembled in petty sessions in the county in which such complainant 
shall reside, or in which such pound shall be situate; and it shall be 
lawful for such magistrates, and they are hereby authorized, empowered 
and required to hear and determine such complaint; provided that such 
20 complaint shall be made to them within calendar month next 

after the offence shall be committed, or the cause of complaint shall 
have occurred ; and it shall be lawful for such magistrates to issue their 
warrant for levying any such penalty or sum of money, with reasonable 
costs of such levy, by distress and sale of the goods of the offender, 
2 5 rendering the overplus to the owner. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 
for any person who shall think himself or herself aggrieved by the deci- 
sion of such magistrates, to appeal against the conviction of such 
magistrates to the next quarter session of such county, and 
30 such appeal shall be tried and finally determined at such quarter session 
accordingly ; provided that notice in writing of such appeal shall be 
given to the magistrates before whom such conviction shall be had at 
the time of their decision upon the particular case, and that sufficient 
security, by recognizance of the party intending to appeal, with 
35 sureties conditioned for duly prosecuting such appeal, shall be tendered 
to such magistrates or either of them, at the time of the making such 
appeal ; and in case of such appeal being made and such security given 
as aforesaid, it shall not be lawful for such magistrates to issue their 
warrant for the levying of every such penalty or sum of money. 

40 And be it further Enacted, That all penalties, damages and sums of 
money incurred and levied under and by virtue of this Act, shall be 
payable and paid to the person or persons who shall sue for such 
penalty or damages, upon conviction of the offender, in manner re- 
quired by this Act. 



Penalties un- 
der this Act, 
and all da- 
mages not 
exceeding 

against Pound 
Keepers for 
neglect, may 
be recovered 
before two 
magistrates in 
petty sessions 
on complaint, 
within one 
month. 



Appeal to 
general Quar- 
ter Sessions. 



Notice of 
Appeal. 



Security for 
prosecuting 
Appeal. 



Penalties how 
disposed of. 
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5 Geo. IV. — Sess. 1824. 



